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3 All litigation material is time sensitive 
and must be addressed to the appropriate 
section of the Copyright Office; the Office is 
also publishing new regulations governing 
legal process. 

www.copyright.gov) or call the Public 
Information Office at (202) 707–3000. 

(1) In general. Mail and other commu-
nications which do not come under the 
areas listed in paragraph (a) or (b) of 
this section shall be addressed to the 
Library of Congress, Copyright Office, 
101 Independence Avenue, SE., Wash-
ington, DC 20559–6000. 

(2) Inquiries to Licensing Division. In-
quiries about filings related to the 
compulsory licenses (17 U.S.C. 111, 112, 
114, 115, 118, 119, 122 and chapter 10) 
should be addressed to the Library of 
Congress, Copyright Office, Licensing 
Division, 101 Independence Avenue, 
SE., Washington, DC 20557–6400. 

(3) Copies of records or deposits. Re-
quests for copies of records or deposits 
for use in litigation or other authorized 
purposes should be addressed to the 
Records Research and Certification 
Section, LM–455, Library of Congress, 
Copyright Office, 101 Independence Av-
enue, SE., Washington, DC 20559–6302. 

(4) Search of records. Requests for 
searches of registrations and 
recordations in the completed catalogs, 
indexes, and other records of the Copy-
right Office should be addressed to the 
Records Research and Certification 
Section, LM–455, Library of Congress, 
Copyright Office, 101 Independence Av-
enue, SE., Washington, DC 20559–6306. 
Records dating from January 1, 1978, 
forward are available for searching on 
the Copyright Office’s Web site at 
http://www.copyright.gov: COHM, which 
includes information on all registra-
tions except serials; COHD, which in-
cludes information on recordations; 
and COHS, which includes information 
on serials. 

(b) Limited purpose addresses. The fol-
lowing addresses may be used only in 
the special, limited circumstances 
given for a particular Copyright Office 
service: 

(1) Time sensitive requests. Freedom of 
Information (FOIA) requests; notices of 
filing of copyright infringement law-
suits; 3 comments for rulemaking pro-
ceedings; requests for Copyright Office 
speakers; requests for approvals of 

computer generated application forms; 
requests for expedited service from ei-
ther the Records Research and Certifi-
cation Section to meet the needs of 
pending or prospective litigation, cus-
toms matters or contract or publishing 
deadlines should be addressed to: Copy-
right GC/I&R, P.O. Box 70400, Wash-
ington, DC 20024–0400. 

(2) Notices of termination. Notices of 
termination submitted for recordation 
should be mailed to Copyright Office, 
Notices of Termination, P.O. Box 71537, 
Washington, DC 20024–1537. 

[69 FR 39331, June 30, 2004, as amended at 73 
FR 37838, July 2, 2008; 74 FR 12556, Mar. 25, 
2009] 

§ 201.2 Information given by the Copy-
right Office. 

(a) In general. (1) Information relative 
to the operations of the Copyright Of-
fice is supplied without charge. A 
search of the records, indexes, and de-
posits will be made for such informa-
tion as they may contain relative to 
copyright claims upon application and 
payment of the statutory fee. The 
Copyright Office, however, does not un-
dertake the making of comparisons of 
copyright deposits to determine simi-
larity between works. 

(2) The Copyright Office does not fur-
nish the names of copyright attorneys, 
publishers, agents, or other similar in-
formation. 

(3) In the administration of the Copy-
right Act in general, the Copyright Of-
fice interprets the Act. The Copyright 
Office, however, does not give specific 
legal advice on the rights of persons, 
whether in connection with particular 
uses of copyrighted works, cases of al-
leged foreign or domestic copyright in-
fringement, contracts between authors 
and publishers, or other matters of a 
similar nature. 

(b) Inspection and copying of records. 
(1) Inspection and copying of completed 
records and indexes relating to a reg-
istration or a recorded document, and 
inspection of copies or identifying ma-
terial deposited in connection with a 
completed copyright registration may 
be undertaken in the Records Research 
and Certification Section. Since some 
of these materials are not stored on the 
immediate premises of the Copyright 
Office, it is advisable to consult the 
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Certifications and Documents Section 
to determine the length of time nec-
essary to produce the requested mate-
rials. 

(2) It is the general policy of the 
Copyright Office to deny direct public 
access to in-process files and to any 
work (or other) areas where they are 
kept. However, direct public use of 
computers intended to access the auto-
mated equivalent of limited portions of 
these files is permitted on a specified 
terminal in the Records Management 
Section, LM B–14, Monday through Fri-
day, upon payment of applicable fees. 

(3) Information contained in Copy-
right Office in-process files may be ob-
tained by anyone upon payment of ap-
plicable fees and request to the Infor-
mation and Records Division, in ac-
cordance with the following proce-
dures: 

(i) In general, all requests by the pub-
lic for information in the in-process 
and open unfinished business files 
should be made to the Records Re-
search and Certification Section, which 
upon receipt of applicable fees will give 
a report that provides the following for 
each request: 

(A) The date(s) of receipt of: 
(1) The application(s) for registration 

that may have been submitted and is 
(are) in process; 

(2) The document(s) that may have 
been submitted for recordation and is 
(are) in process; 

(3) The copy or copies (or 
phonorecords) that may have been sub-
mitted; 

(B) The title of the work(s); and 
(C) The name of the remitter. 
(ii) Such searches of the in-process 

files will be given priority to the ex-
tent permitted by the demands of nor-
mal work flow of the affected sections 
of the Copyright Office. 

(4) Access will be afforded as follows 
to pending applications for registra-
tion, the deposit material accom-
panying them, and pending documents 
for recordation that were submitted 
within the twelve month period imme-
diately preceding the request for ac-
cess: 

(i) In the case of applications for reg-
istration and deposits accompanying 
them, upon the request of the copy-

right claimant or his/her authorized 
representative, and 

(ii) In the case of documents, upon 
the request of at least one of the per-
sons who executed the document or by 
an authorized representative of that 
person. 

These requests should be made to the 
Copyright Information Section, and 
the review of the materials will be per-
mitted there. No charge will be made 
for reviewing these materials; the ap-
propriate search fee identified in 
§ 201.3(c) or § 201.3(d) will be assessed, 
and the appropriate copying fee identi-
fied in § 201.3(c) or § 201.3(d) will be as-
sessed if the claimant wants and is en-
titled to a copy of the material. 

(5) In exceptional circumstances, the 
Register of Copyrights may allow in-
spection of pending applications and 
open correspondence files by someone 
other than the copyright claimant, 
upon submission of a written request 
which is deemed by the Register to 
show good cause for such access and es-
tablishes that the person making the 
request is one properly and directly 
concerned. The written request should 
be addressed to Copyright GC/I&R, P.O. 
Box 70400, Washington, DC 20024. 

(6) Direct public access will not be 
permitted to any financial or account-
ing records, including records main-
tained on Deposit Accounts. 

(7) The Copyright Office maintains 
administrative staff manuals referred 
to as its ‘‘Compendium of Office Prac-
tices I’’ and ‘‘Compendium of Office 
Practices II’’ for the general guidance 
of its staff in making registrations and 
recording documents. The manuals, as 
amended and supplemented from time 
to time, are available for purchase 
from the National Technical Informa-
tion Service (Compendium I) and the 
Government Printing Office (Compen-
dium II). They are also available for 
public inspection and copying in the 
Records Research and Certifications 
Section. As the Office updates and re-
vises certain chapters of Compendium 
II, it will make the information avail-
able on the Copyright Office’s Web site. 
This information is also available for 
public inspection and copying in the 
Records Research and Certifications 
Section. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:48 Sep 04, 2012 Jkt 226142 PO 00000 Frm 00493 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226142.XXX 226142pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



484 

37 CFR Ch. II (7–1–12 Edition) § 201.2 

(c) Correspondence. (1) Official cor-
respondence, including preliminary ap-
plications, between copyright claim-
ants or their agents and the Copyright 
Office, and directly relating to a com-
pleted registration, a recorded docu-
ment, a rejected application for reg-
istration, or a document for which rec-
ordation was refused is available for 
public inspection. Included in the cor-
respondence available for public in-
spection is that portion of the file di-
rectly relating to a completed registra-
tion, recorded document, a rejected ap-
plication for registration, or a docu-
ment for which recordation was refused 
which was once open to public inspec-
tion as a closed case, even if the case is 
subsequently reopened. Public inspec-
tion is available only for the cor-
respondence contained in the file dur-
ing the time it was closed because of 
one of the aforementioned actions. Cor-
respondence relating to the reopening 
of the file and reconsideration of the 
case is considered part of an in-process 
file until final action is taken, and pub-
lic inspection of that correspondence is 
governed by § 201.2(b). Requests for re-
productions of the correspondence shall 
be made pursuant to paragraph (d) of 
this section. 

(2) Correspondence, application 
forms, and any accompanying material 
forming a part of a pending application 
are considered in-process files and ac-
cess to them is governed by paragraph 
(b) of this section. 

(3) Correspondence, memoranda, re-
ports, opinions, and similar material 
relating to internal matters of per-
sonnel and procedures, office adminis-
tration, security matters, and internal 
consideration of policy and decisional 
matters including the work product of 
an attorney, are not open to public in-
spection. 

(4) The Copyright Office will not re-
spond to any abusive or scurrilous cor-
respondence or correspondence where 
the intent is unknown. 

(d) Requests for copies. (1) Requests for 
copies of records should include the fol-
lowing: 

(i) A clear identification of the type 
of records desired (for example, addi-
tional certificates of registration, cop-
ies of correspondence, copies of depos-
its). 

(ii) A specification of whether the 
copies are to be certified or uncertified. 

(iii) A clear identification of the spe-
cific records to be copied. Requests 
should include the following specific 
information, if possible: 

(A) The type of work involved (for ex-
ample, novel, lyrics, photograph); 

(B) The registration number; 
(C) The year date or approximate 

year date of registration; 
(D) The complete title of the work; 
(E) The author(s) including any pseu-

donym by which the author may be 
known; and 

(F) The claimant(s); and 
(G) If the requested copy is of an as-

signment, license, contract, or other 
recorded document, the volume and 
page number of the recorded document. 

(iv) If the copy requested is an addi-
tional certificate of registration, in-
clude the fee. The Records Research 
and Certifications Section will review 
requests for copies of other records and 
quote fees for each. 

(v) The telephone number and ad-
dress of the requestor. 

(2) Requests for certified or 
uncertified reproductions of the copies, 
phonorecords, or identifying material 
deposited in connection with a copy-
right registration of published or un-
published works in the custody of the 
Copyright Office will be granted only 
when one of the following three condi-
tions has been met: 

(i) The Copyright Office receives 
written authorization from the copy-
right claimant of record or his or her 
designated agent, or from the owner of 
any of the exclusive rights in the copy-
right as long as this ownership can be 
demonstrated by written documenta-
tion of the transfer of ownership. 

(ii) The Copyright Office receives a 
written request from an attorney on 
behalf of either the plaintiff or defend-
ant in connection with litigation, ac-
tual or prospective, involving the copy-
righted work. The following informa-
tion must be included in such a re-
quest: 

(A) The names of all the parties in-
volved and the nature of the con-
troversy; 

(B) The name of the court in which 
the actual case is pending or, in the 
case of a prospective proceeding, a full 
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statement of the facts of the con-
troversy in which the copyrighted 
work is involved; and 

(C) Satisfactory assurance that the 
requested reproduction will be used 
only in connection with the specified 
litigation. 

(iii) The Copyright Office receives a 
court order for reproduction of the de-
posited copies, phonorecords, or identi-
fying material of a registered work 
which is the subject of litigation. The 
order must be issued by a court having 
jurisdiction of the case in which the re-
production is to be submitted as evi-
dence. 

(3) When a request is made for a re-
production of a phonorecord, such as 
an audiotape or cassette, in which ei-
ther a sound recording or the under-
lying musical, dramatic, or literary 
work is embodied, the Copyright Office 
will provide proximate reproduction. 
The Copyright Office reserves the right 
to substitute a monaural reproduction 
for a stereo, quadraphonic, or any 
other type of fixation of the work ac-
cepted for deposit. 

[50 FR 30170, July 24, 1985, as amended at 51 
FR 30062, Aug. 22, 1986; 62 FR 35421, July 1, 
1997; 64 FR 29520, June 1, 1999; 69 FR 39332, 
June 30, 2004; 69 FR 70377, Dec. 6, 2004; 73 FR 
37838, July 2, 2008] 

§ 201.3 Fees for registration, recorda-
tion, and related services, special 
services, and services performed by 
the Licensing Division. 

(a) General. This section prescribes 
the fees for registration, recordation, 
and related services, special services, 
and services performed by the Licens-
ing Division. 

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) Registration, recordation, and re-
lated service fee. This is the fee for a 
registration or recordation service that 
the Office is required to perform under 
17 U.S.C., or a directly related service. 
It includes those services described in 
section 708(a)(1)–(9) and authorized by 
Pub. L. 105–80. 

(2) Special service fee. This is a fee for 
a special service not specified in title 
17, which the Register of Copyrights 
may fix at any time on the basis of the 
cost of providing the service, as pro-
vided by 17 U.S.C. 708(a). 

(3) Licensing Division service fee. This 
is a fee for a service performed by the 
Licensing Division. 

(c) Registration, recordation and related 
service fees. The Copyright Office has 
established the following fees for these 
services: 

Registration, Recordation and Related Services Fees 

(1) Registration of a basic claim in an original work of authorship: 
Electronic Filing ............................................................................................................................................................ $35 
Forms PA, SR, TX, VA, SE ......................................................................................................................................... 65 

(2) Registration of a claim in a group of contributions to periodicals (Form GR/CP), published photographs, or data-
base updates: 

Electronic filing of automated databases that predominantly consist of photographs and updates thereto or group 
registration of published photographs ...................................................................................................................... 35 

Forms GR/CP, PA, SR, VA and SE (paper filing) ....................................................................................................... 65 
(3) Registration of a renewal claim (Form RE): 

Claim without Addendum ............................................................................................................................................. 115 
Addendum .................................................................................................................................................................... 220 

(4) Registration of a claim in a group of serials (Form SE/Group)(per issue, minimum 2 issues) .................................... 25 
(5) Registration of a claim in a group of daily newspapers and qualified newsletters (Form G/DN) ................................ 80 
(6) Registration of a claim in a restored copyright (Form GATT) ....................................................................................... 65 
(7) Preregistration of certain unpublished works ................................................................................................................ 115 
(8) Registration of a correction or amplification to a claim (Form CA and Form DC) ....................................................... 100 
(9) Registration of a claim in a mask work (Form MW) ..................................................................................................... 105 
(10) Registration of a claim in a vessel hull (Form D/VH) .................................................................................................. 220 
(11) Providing an additional certificate of registration ........................................................................................................ 35 
(12) Certification of other Copyright Office records (per hour) ........................................................................................... 165 
(13) Search report prepared from official records (per hour) (minimum: 2 hours) ............................................................. 165 

Estimate of search fee ................................................................................................................................................. 115 
(14) Location and retrieval of Copyright Office materials or records (per hour) ................................................................ 165 

Fee for location and retrieval of electronic records (per quarter hour) (minimum: 1⁄2 hour) ....................................... 41 .25 
(15) Recordation of document, including a Notice of Intention to Enforce (NIE) (single title) ........................................... 105 

Additional titles (per group of 10 titles) ........................................................................................................................ 30 
(16) Recordation of an Interim Designation of Agent to Receive Notification of Claimed Infringement under § 512(c)(2) 

(single name) ................................................................................................................................................................... 105 
Additional domain names (per group of 10) ................................................................................................................ 30 

(17) Recordation of a Notice of Intention to Make and Distribute Phonorecords (17 U.S.C. 115) (single title) ................ 60 
Additional titles (per group of 10) ................................................................................................................................ 20 
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